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BRIEF DESCRIPTION

2.

TOPICS INCLUDE - Syllabus
1.

Introduction to Andalusi Art
Sources and historiography
Ummayad Art (8™ to early 11% centuries: 711-1031)
Local and extra-peninsular precedents
The great mosque of Cérdoba
The palatine city of Madinat al-Zahra.
Civil and religious architecture of the emiral and caliphal periods
Caliphal sumptuary arts
Taifa Art (11" century: 1031-1090)
Al-Andalus after the Caliphate: the Party Kingdoms
The Aljaferia palace of Zaragoza.
Civil and religious architecture
Sculpture and sumptuary arts
Art at the Time of the African Dynasties
Al- Andalus and the Maghreb
e Almoravid Art (1090 to mid-12t" century)
e Mardanisi Art in the Kingdom of Murcia (1147-1070)
e Almohad Art (mid 12t to mid-13™" centuries)
o Seville capital of the Almohad caliphate.
o Architecture and sumptuary arts
Nasrid Art (mid-13™ to late 15" century)
The swan song of Andalusi art
The Alhambra palace

An approach to the urbanism, architecture and decorative arts of al-Andalus by the study of its most
important and better-preserved examples, including the discussion of written sources and
iconographies to deepen in its analysis. It begins with the earliest artworks of the Ummayad period,
since the 8™ century, until the end of the Islamic presence in the Iberian Peninsula by the end of the
15" century.
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Civil and religious architecture at the kingdom of Granada
Sumptuary arts

By completing successfully this course, students will be capable to:

o Identify the diversity of the art of al-Andalus achieving an advanced knowledge about it.

e Know its specific methodology, terminology and bibliography, learning how to transmit them
adequately, both orally and written.

¢ Obtain and manage the diverse tools and facts related with Andalusi art history.

e Develop an individual work, participate in team work, and work with time and space restrictions.

e Participate in discussions on the academic fields of the subject.

e Discuss, both orally and written, the main iconographic keys of a subject related with Andalusi
art history.

e Establish the relationships of Andalusi art with its historical, social, cultural and religious
context.

TEACHING PRACTICES DISTRIBUTION

Regular classes: 45h (Wednesdays and Thursdays from 11:30 to 13:00)

e Practical classes: 12h. (Practices will include at least one visit to the Islamic section of the National
Archaeological Museum in Madrid, and a one-day or two-day trip to one of the most significant
monumental sites of al-Andalus).

ASSESSMENT

Students will be graded according to these activities and percentages:

e Attendance/Participation 10%
e Final Exam 50%
e 2 Tests (brief questionnaire) 15%
e Oral Presentation 25%

Group Presentations:

Working groups of 3 or 4 students. The professor will suggest possible subjects for these oral
presentations. All the members of each group must participate in the oral presentation. Each group will
give the professor a sketch of their presentation one week in advance of the day designed for the
session. This sketch should include its main points and the bibliography on the subject.
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